Metabolism of doxorubicin and epirubicin in adult human hepatocytes in culture.
Epirubicin is the only anthracycline to be metabolized in humans through a glucuronidation pathway which is not observed in laboratory animals. In search of a model for the experimental study of this metabolism, we have observed that human hepatocytes in culture exhibited this pathway and could be of interest for the understanding of the metabolism of this new drug.